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For most people in Wisconsin, Satanism and voodoo are not a regular part of our lives.  For some though, 
it has become their lifeτyoung people in Aruba and here as well use these cults as their religion.  It is 
shocking  to look up any of  these topics on the internet and see just how many people are involved.  Dan 
Feaster, Executive Director of Madison Samaritan Center and internationally recognized expert on gangs 
and cults,  recently returned from conducting a five- day training event  in Aruba.  Aruba is a Southern 
Caribbean island ten miles off the coast of Venezuela.  With a population of 100,000, Aruba has a balance 
of lush palm trees on one side of the island and desert cactus on the other side.  The island is 85% Chris-
tian, mostly Catholic with other Christian faith traditions also represented among the islanders.  This rela-
tively small country has 15 indigenous gangs, an organized group of 400 Satanists, and  youth involved 
with Goth, vampire and Emo groups (emotional extremism among youth) .  Dr. Feaster was invited to 
conduct this seminar to help train community leaders to deal with these issues in Aruba. 
 
Dr. Feaster provided four days of training for two groups (more than 200 people) τthe first training was 
for law enforcement, social workers, g o v -
ernment officials, and teachers; the s e c -

o n d train-
ing was f o r 
religious l e a d -
e r s .  Some 
of the topics 
covered w e r e 
d e ce p - t i o n 
a n d c r i t i -
c a l think-
i n g , cults, 
g a n g s , Satan-
i s m , S a n -
t e r i a a n d 
v o o d o o , Goth, Vampyres 
(not the historical vam-

pires like Dracula 
but people partici-
pating in vampir-
ism now), and 
Emo, exit counsel-
ing, and interven-
tion, prevention, 

and treatment 
strategies.  A 
community meet-
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L O O K I N G  U P  

Dan Feaster in Aruba;  Feaster receives Thresher Award at National 

Gang  Conference  


